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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours  
the 24th week in Ordinary 
Time.                                         
St. Cornelius & Cyprian     
Begin: Pg.  973                          
Hymn:  # 45                       
Canticle:  696                  
Closing : Pg. # 1264                                                                  
Sept. 17th Meeting  

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  
Jesus, Mary, Joseph pray for us                  

THE SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION               
Lectionary 134, Reading 1~Wisdom 2:12 17-20    

    The Word of God                                                               
         25th Sunday Ordinary, September 19th, 2021
The wicked say: Let us beset the just one, because he is 

obnoxious to us; he sets himself against our doings, 
reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us 
with violations of our training. Let us see whether his words 
be true; let us find out what will happen to him.  For if the just 
one be the son of God; God will defend him and deliver him 
from the hand of his foes. With revilement and torture let us 
put the just one to the test, that we may have proof of his 
gentleness and try his patience.  Let us condemn him to a 
shameful death; for according to his own words, God will take 
care of him.  The Word of the Lord – Thanks be to God.                                          

R e f l e c t i o n 
 I selected the first reading instead of the Gospel this 
week, because it struck me how much the words of the wicked 
never change.  The Book of Wisdom, also known as the Wisdom 
of Solomon was written for Jews about one hundred years 
before Christ to help those who were tempted to give up their 
faith and culture as they lived in the midst of the Greeks who 
had conquered their land.  This passage is perhaps the most 
striking parallel with the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ Passion in all 
of the Old Testament.  The author insists that there will be a 
day of judgment and God, and justice will be done for those 
who chose righteousness rather that wickedness.  Conversion of 
heart is needed for each person; whether they were the 
greatest sinner or St Francis himself.  He was Christ’s bravest 

________
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M E D I T A T I O N

You ask me, my dear daughter, if 

we are poor.  Yes, indeed we are, 

but I hardly ever give it a thought.  

Heaven and earth may pass away, 

but the Word of God remains 

eternally as the foundation of our 

hope.  He has said that if we seek 

His kingdom and His justice all the 

rest shall be added unto us.  I 

believe Him, and I trust in Him.  

The extreme necessity in which we 

sometimes find ourselves gives us 

opportunities of practicing holy 

confidence in God and rare 

perfection.  Truly we already see 

how wise it is to adhere to Him and 

to hope in Him against all human 

hope, for our foundation has been a 

thousand times more successful 

than we dared to anticipate.         

St. Jane de Chantal 

~Foundress of the Order of the 

Visitation, friend and directee of St. 

Frances de Sales.

CALLED  TO  A  FRANCISCAN  LIFESTYLE
"A very strong fraternal communion," is part of the 

authentic Franciscan vocation.”
Listed below are the hallmarks.... 

• Simplicity: "There is no pretense in the Franciscan 

Spirituality. We who live by the Rule of St. Francis, strive to 

be the genuine article, that is, people who do not care much 

for fame or wealth - people who live in simplicity." 

• Poverty: "Love of Gospel poverty develops confidence in 

the Father and creates internal freedom." 

• Humility: "The truth of what and who we really are in the 

eyes of God; freedom from pride and arrogance." 

•  A Genuine Sense of Minority: "The recognition that we are 

servants, not superior to anyone." 

• A complete and active abandonment to God: "Trusting in 

God's unconditional love.”

•  Conversion: "Daily we begin again the process of changing 

to be more like Jesus" 

•  Peacemaking: "We are messengers of peace as Francis 

was.”

• Transformation: "What God does for us, when we are open 

…If  God  abides  in  your  
home,  His  presence  cannot  
be  hidden…

soldier.  His proclamation of the kingdom of God was not just 
preaching peace, but stressing penance for the remission of 
sins.  That is true wisdom, and it is God’s gift to the righteous 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.                                     
Dcn. Kim Jensen, OFS~Formation Director               

_____________________________________________



San Damiano Fraternity Seraphic Father Francis pray for us September 2021

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO: BLESSED MOTHER'S BIRTHDAY 
PARTY WEDNESDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 8, 2021                     

SCRIPTURE ROSARY AT 7:30 P. M.                                                                                    
~ BIRTHDAY CAKE & COFFEE IN GARAGE FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING 

PLEASE RSVP TO BARB OR RON ZACHMAN 763-441-6414~Brzachome@aol.com  
IF POSSIBLE BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

ROSARY WILL BE OUTDOORS AT THE GROTTO 
Directions: From Int 94 go northwest to Rogers Exit. North on Hwy 101 to County Road 39. (Take 

a left on County 39). There will be a stoplight about 1⁄4 of mile. (Holiday Station to your right). 

Keep going straight ahead for about 1 1⁄2 miles to Odean. Take a left and follow for 1 block.      

Turn right on 91st Street. We are second house on the left (Gray with white trim). 

Address: 14433 91st Street NE Elk River, Minnesota 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the San Damiano 
Community, are of the secular community 
established by St. Francis of Assisi, Seraphic 
Father. We are a family living in the world, 
but not of the world. We are striving through 
prayer, penance, and mutual support to live 
the Gospel life of Christ as inspired by St. 
Francis. We intend to be lights of Gospel 
living to those around us through our 
example and apostolic actions.

VISION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the community of San 
Damiano, recognize Christ’s voice in the 
Franciscan calling to go forward bringing 
the Good News of salvation to all people. 
It is our vision that by the strength of Jesus 
and in the spirit of Francis, we should rise 
above our fears, our hesitations and our 
weaknesses and put on the new man, there-
by become Christ to all and to our joy, find 
Christ in all.

Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

September 

George Finka, OFS~September 17 

October  

Cheryl Griese, OFS~October 24                    
Kim Jensen, OFS~October 29        

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly.                                 

Pope Francis Intention     
September 2021 

An Environmentally             
Sustainable Lifestyle  

                                                        
We pray that we all will make 

courageous choices for a 
simple and environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing 
in our young people who are 
resolutely committed to this.

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012         

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16, 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021                

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021.                           

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may 

angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant them eternal 

rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on them 

forever.  Amen

Please pray for our  
beloved deceased 
Fraternity members
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August 19, 2021 San Damiano Council/ Gathering Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Meeting started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscans

This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s meeting rooms 1 and 2

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese,  
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: Barb Zachman, Formation 
Director: Deacon Kim Jensen~Council Members Absent: Sr. Karen Niedzielske

Other members in attendance: Christopher Mathis, OSF…No Council meeting minutes 

Cecelia read the treasury report for 01-31 July, 2021.  Deacon Kim made a motion to accept 
the treasury minutes as read ~Barb Z  seconded the motion~ Motion carries

Old Business:
A. Spring Retreat 2023
B. Election is September 16, 2021

New Business:
A. Pat H wrote asking to be Active Excused due to Jerry’s health.  Council voted and 
accepted this request.
B. Transitus October 3rd
C. Bingo at St. Andrew’s Fall Festival-Volunteers are: Wally, Janet, Margaret, Barb Z, Ron,  
Cheryl, and Tom
D. Rosary at Zachman’s on September 8th-bring a lawn chair
E. Elections- Kim Pappas wants a list of nominations.  Tom will bring the board to record.
F. Zoom will not be available
G. Formation;  Deacon Kim asked that we read and reflect on page 83 to the end of the 
chapter.

Additions: The Funeral Service for Jason Jahnke will be: September 25 at 11 with Visitation at 
10 at St. Andrew’s church.  Lunch served in cafeteria after service.  All are welcome.

Barb Z made a motion to close meeting- Kevin seconded motion - Motion carries

Meeting was closed with a prayer.
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      Jesus gives himself to us in the Eucharist as spiritual 

nourishment because He loves us.  God’s whole plan for 

our salvaNon is directed to our parNcipaNon in the the 

life of the Trinity, the communion of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  Our sharing in this life begins with our 

BapNsm, when by the power of the Holy Spirit we are 

joined to Christ, thus becoming adopted sons and 

daughters of the Father.  It is strengthened and increased 

in ConfirmaNon.  It is nourished and deepened through 

our parNcipaNon in the Eucharist.  By eaNng the Body 

and drinking the Blood of Christ in the Eucharist we 

become united to the person of Christ through His 

humanity.  “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remain in me and I in Him” (Jn 6:56).  In 

being united to the humanity of Christ we are at the same Nme united in His divinity.  Our mortal 

and corrupNble natures are transformed by being joined to the source of life.  “Just as the living 

Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have life 

because of me” (Jn 6:57). 

By being united to Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we are drawn up 

into the eternal rela@onship of love among the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  As Jesus is the 

eternal Son of God by nature, so we become sons and daughters of God by adop@on through the 

sacrament of Bap@sm.  Through the sacraments of Bap@sm and Confirma@on (Chrisma@on), we are 

temples of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, and by His indwelling we are made holy by the giJ of 

sanc@fying grace.  The ul@mate promise of the Gospel is that we will share in the life and love of the 

Holy Trinity.  The Father’s of the Church called this par@cipa@on in the divine life 

“diviniza@on” (theosis).  In this we see that God does not merely send us good things from on high; 

instead, we are brought up into the inner life of God, the communion among the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit…Trinitarian Love… In the celebraHon of the Eucharist which means 

(“thanksgiving”) we give praise and glory to God for this sublime giN.    Source: www.catholic.org                                                                                             
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http://www.catholic.org

